


Democratic Engagement for All - A Collaborative Art Project  
 
The objective of this banner project was to make visible the voices, experiences and priorities of 
people who are often left out of the conversation, especially in decision-making spaces.  
 
During the span of one month, the banner travelled to New Canadians Centre, PTBO 
Community Health Centre, Trinity Community HUB, Cameron House, and Youth Emergency 
Shelter. Their clients, guests, and service users were invited to contribute to the banner and 
were given the following prompts: 

●​ What does a healthy/thriving/supportive city look like?  
●​ What actions do you need/want our city council to take toward your vision for our 

city? 
●​ What should our city council prioritize? 

 
Below, we have transcribed all feedback that was added to the banner. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
●​ Remembering nature is alive! Taking every member of the community seriously. 

The only data centers are living libraries. Inner child healing. Listen with the 
heart! HONESTY 

●​ Clean up litter. More public bathrooms! EVERYONE deserves a home! 
●​ Decolonize! Centre Indigenous voices - NO DATA CENTRES!! Protect Mother 

Earth!  
●​ SOLAR CITY - climate actions - walkability - urban camps - green medicines - 

decolonization - more trees and parks - native gardens - third spaces - fund arts  
●​ Stop throwing away people’s things like they’re garbage, just for donors to 

replace those things and have it happen all over again. There has to be a better 
way to handle unhoused encampments.  

●​ Housing is a very important issue right now.  
●​ More rooming houses. TENANT RIGHTS  
●​ “OUT OF SIGHT OUT MIND”  does not fix homelessness.  
●​ People would love to see stronger action on homelessness by creating more 

affordable housing, expanding shelter and support service, helping people 
transition from streets into stable housing. LISTEN TO THE NEEDS OF THE 
PEOPLE 

●​ More resources for shelters to better meet dietary needs  
●​ More housing programs to help with lower rent costs - NO MORE TENTS 

(housing instead of encampments as an only option)  
●​ More funding for housing programs  
●​ Housing for everyone! Subsidies for OW/ODSP/Low income. 



●​ un logement adorable n'est pas un luxe. c'est la base d'une communaute 
prospere  

●​ More access to foodbanks! 
●​ More diversity of food options at foodbanks.  
●​ Newcomers food insecurity (stems from) -racism - poverty - language barrier - 

unemployment - lack of social networks  
●​ Immigrants come to canada with skills and experience and want to contribute to 

our economy. - Job development - Create more jobs in different industries i.e. IT 
and technology - Retention of International student talent - support newcomer 
entrepreneurship  

●​ ADVOCATE FOR - student Aid - English language programs (LINC) - Affordable 
housing  

●​ Build municipal policies WITH newcomers, not just FOR them.  
●​ des emplois et des possibilites pour que les nouveaux arrivants puissent 

contribuer et slepanouir.  
●​ People make mistakes, having a criminal record comes with limitations… remove 

some of those limitations to make it easier to move forward and not continue to 
be stuck.  

●​ “Right now it is very difficult to get individual psychiatric care that goes beyond 
just writing a prescription. We need municipal support to attract psychiatrists who 
provide dedication, one-to-one therapeutic treatment.” PLEASE ADVOCATE 
FOR VULNERABLE POPULATIONS! 

●​ More accountability in the addictions services/support programs  
●​ Raise ontario works and disability payments  
●​ Un transport fiable pour tous! 
●​ Support electric vehicle use! Banning them outright is a collective punishment 

that unfairly targets low-income and under-housed citizens.  
●​ SUPPORT ACCESSIBLE TRANSFORMATION -Improve sidewalks for 

pedestrians (clear snow) -create more transit stops ex. Connect to bridgenorth - 
late night routes to workplaces in industrial area -improve transit app (bus 
tracker) -address high cost of bus passes - affordability -being more 
understanding about new bus passengers who are learning the system.  

●​ Understand! Don’t make assumptions. 
●​  GOOD. BAD. There is more nuance to the world than that.  
●​ Life is messy …stop blaming the less fortunate!  
●​ Being fair to everyone.  

 
The banner was made in collaboration with voices from: New Canadians Centre, 
PTBO Community Health Centre, Cameron House, Trinity Community Hub, and 
the Youth Emergency Shelter.  


